Make Room for Kids!

Recommending the Best Toys
and Products for Kids

In a child’s mind, their room is an important piece of real estate. Whether they have it all to themselves or share space with
siblings, this distinctive place is where children can put their
own style stamp on their haven within the home. Some kids only
sleep in their rooms, bounding out of bed in the morning and only
returning when the last call for bedtime has sounded. Other children use their rooms as their personal space to read, play, rest, or
just retreat from general family traffic. Either way, finding products that help tailor this space for their needs and interests helps
children feel invested and responsible for their room. From active
play to restful recreation, the following ideas are great starting
places for a kids room re-do!

by Gerry Paige Smith

Hugglepod

Wall Coaster Extreme
Stunts

(HearthSong)

Creating a floating island of
tranquility in the middle of an open
space, the Hugglepod offers a cozy
chamber to retreat from the world for
some private time. The 100% cotton
canvas seat with tented sides hangs
from a ceiling-mounted swivel hook
creating the effect of a floating cocoon. The cushion seat can also be
removed and the pod gently draped to the side to retrieve room
space when needed. Best for smaller children (the recommended weight limit is 175 lbs), the Hugglepod has the sensibility of
a soft room within a room. While it’s not designed for swinging or
bouncing, the ‘Pod makes a perfectly peaceful hideaway for the
child who likes to curl up with a good book, chill with some tunes
or simply relax in a tranquil fabric alcove that’s just their size.

(Wall Coaster)

Instead of staring at the same
four walls, put those walls into play
with the versatile and easy to assemble Wall Coaster Extreme Stunts!
Kids can attach tracks, tubes and
other specially designed components
to the wall to create their own marble
runs. Planning, experimentation and gravity come together as kids
generate their own designs that send a marble shooting down the
coaster. As kids get on a roll, their coaster designs will quickly
incorporate loop-de-loops, zig zags, and other stunts along the
marble’s path. With its colorful and clean design the Wall Coaster
doubles as both a cool décor element and a source of endless
entertainment for budding coaster engineers!

Jellyfish Hideaway

Shrunks KidFriendly Air Bed

(Hearthsong)

The organic beauty of one of the
ocean’s most beautiful creatures is
the inspiration behind the AquaGlow
Jellyfish Hideaway. Creating a magical ocean-themed retreat for play, this
ceiling-hung tent features sheer walls
made of ocean blue netting. Translucent streamers and pearly beads
hang from the belled “jellyfish” cap
while 160 tiny deep blue LED lights blend into the fabric folds adding a bioluminescent effect. As a permanent addition to a room’s décor or a portable delight for evenings on a covered porch, it’s hard
to beat the peaceful vibe of the deep blue sea with the AquaGlow
Jellyfish Hideaway.

(The Shrunks)

The Shrunks Kid-Friendly
Air Bed is designed with
children in mind. Crafted from
non-toxic, Phthalate-free materials, it features a patented
“Tuckaire” system which allows sheets to be tucked into the sides
of the mattress without exposing bed linens to flooring. Gently
elevated sides mimic toddler bed railing and help keep midnight
fall-outs to a minimum. Easily inflated with the included electric
pump, the Shrunks bed deflates and stores quickly in a cheery
carry bag. It’s perfect for in-house camp outs and sleep-over
friends, and is ideal for hotel stays, camping trips and anywhere
kids need some extra sleep space of their own.

Paige Smith is a freelance writer and syndicated columnist living in Alabama. More on GET THIS! at www.PageBookMedia.com.
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A Page in a Book
by Gerry Paige Smith

Celebrating Little (Strong & Independent) Girls
It’s a brave new world out there for girls. It was only in the last century that
women gained full access to education, voting, fair employment and other freedoms and rights that they’d not enjoyed previously. While most of the biggest
barriers for girls have dropped, it remains important that today’s youth remember
feminine examples who carved a path through forbidden territory to make the path
easier for those who came later. The following titles celebrate independent, courageous women who blazed the trail for today’s strong, independent little girls.

Stand Straight, Ella Kate

by Kate Klise and M. Sarah Klise (Dial Books / Penguin)
This true story of a real giant follows the tale of Ella Kate Ewing, who started out small and grew to
the staggering height of eight feet. Ella’s normal childhood shifts when she begins to grow taller than
her classmates, and then taller than her parents. Too large for the desks at school, too big to play hide
& go seek, and teased about her stature by the meaner sort, Ella’s small town was becoming too small
for her to be happy. But when a museum manager from Chicago offered Ella the chance to stand up
tall and use her height to her advantage, she took the world by storm and made her fortune with her
head held high. Featuring amazing endpapers with facts about Ella’s size, Stand Straight, Ella Kate is
an inspirational story of a nineteenth century girl who discovered how to put her advantage to the best
use!

Marching with Aunt Susan

by Claire Rudolph Murphy, Illustrated by Stacey Schuett (Peachtree Publishers)
Even though she could ride a bicycle faster than everyone on her block, Bessie wasn’t included
on hikes with her father and brothers. She was told that hiking wasn’t for girls. But when staying home
meant helping prepare for a suffrage tea, Bessie soon discovers that she’s not the only one feeling left
out. The main guest of the tea is Susan B. Anthony, an aged woman who has spent the greater part of
her life organizing women to speak out and stand up for the right to vote. Anthony’s story and passion
move Bessie to help women struggle for equal rights, if only in the ways a child can. A dynamic story
that follows the passion of the suffragette movement through the eyes of a young girl, Marching with Aunt
Susan shares an important aspect of yesterday’s journey to women’s rights with the children of today.

Women Explorers

by Julie Cummins, Illustrated by Cheryl Harness (Dial Books / Penguin)
This collection of short biographies features trail-blazing women who ventured into wilderness
and wonders world-wide, traveling into territory where only men had ventured before. From mountain
peaks to African rivers, there were women in the 18th century who were venturing into jungles and icy
wastelands that would intimidate even the bravest of men. Some were wealthy socialites whose passion for knowledge moved them out of their elegant salons into the wilds. Others were poor women who
overcame impossible odds to journey into unknown territory for the pursuit of wealth, science and sheer
adventure. Women Explorers blends pistols, perils and petticoats into an exciting assemblage of ladies
who went out on a limb, long before it was proper, and changed history!

Find more A Page in a Book recommendations at www.PageBookReviews.com.
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