A Page in a Book

by Paige Gardner Smith

Imaginative Answers for Kids
Children are simply the best at coming up with the answers they want, getting the
results they desire using nothing but their imaginations. Their imaginative powers are
unbounded by the conventions and boundaries that tend to hamper our free-thinking as we
age. A child’s unlimited optimism in the face of obstacles shows in their artwork, their
play and even in their responses to questions. Ask any three-year-old how they would to
get to a far-away place like China, and their imagination is likely to produce an answer as
simple as “I’d just go”. The following titles highlight the power of imagination to transport us, to find our answers and to get us where we want to be.

Dream Friends

by You Byun (Nancy Paulsen / Penguin Books for Young Readers)
Melody has the best dream friend ever. When she sleeps, she and her enormous white catlike friend can fly, dance and play hide-and-seek; they can do anything they imagine together.
But during the day, Melody has trouble summoning her dream-friend to keep her company in
her new school, where she has yet to make a friend. Using the power of her imagination, she
closes her eyes and practices a dance she learned from her dream friend. When a real voice
chimes in “Is that a new game?,” she opens her eyes to see another little girl who’d like to
learn the dance. Supporting the idea that dreams are the inspiration for action, Dream Friends
is a brilliantly illustrated window into the beautiful resource that is a child’s imagination.

Tiger in My Soup

by Kashmira Sheth, Illustrated by Jeffrey Ebbler (Peachtree)
When a young boy is left in the care of his teen sister, all he wants her to do is read his book
about tigers with him. But she’s got her ear-buds in, groovin’ in her own world, and doesn’t
want to take the time to read with him. After all she’s only supposed to make his lunch. But
when she puts his bowl of alphabet soup in front of him, he suddenly spies a tiger in his soup!
The tiger steams and swirls out of his bowl and his ordinary lunch quickly becomes a fight for
his life (and lunch). His battle with the tiger draws his sister’s help as spoons drop and soup
gets cold. Will this play for attention get him the book time he’s seeking with his sister? For the
kid whose imagination roars for recognition, Tiger in My Soup is the recipe for required reading.

The Amazing Hamweenie

by Patty Bowman (Philomel / Penguin)
Hamweenie is a cat…who is also a star waiting to be born. In his mind, he’s a famous
magician-acrobat-entertainer who is destined for fame and the adulation of children worldwide. He imagines himself in the spotlight center-stage, under the big top and with his name
writ large across the sky as “The Amazing Hamweenie”. But his dreams are hampered at every
turn by his caregiver, a little girl who loves him with baths and costumes (balanced with treats
and hugs). Convinced he is being alternately drowned and poisoned, Hamweenie bides his
time looking for every opportunity to escape and find his destiny. But readers will find that his
imagination is his best vehicle for escape – because his real captivity is the best life ever. This
is a delightful title both for its droll humor and highly detailed artwork!
Find more A Page in a Book recommendations at www.PageBookReviews.com.

Visit www.MobileBayParents.com

29

Mobile Bay Parents I July 2013

Dolls Have to Live Somewhere

Recommending the Best Toys
and Products for Kids

Dollhouses remain one of the most popular toys for kids as
they offer a distinct setting for children to create a familiar
world of their own! Pretend-play becomes more engrossing for kids when their dolls and figures inhabit rooms like
those in their daily world. They begin to act out real world
situations, real home life interactions as they play, developing a stronger understanding of roles, relationships and responsibilties in the family. You don’t need a realtor to find
the best home for your child’s dolls; just take the following
home tour to see what’s on the market and find the best fit
for your child and their small friends.

by Paige Gardner Smith

Imaginarium Wooden
Corner Dollhouse

Ryan’s Room Carry
& Go Dollhouse

Making the best use of space makes sense
for homeowners…of all sizes! Designed to
nestle into any cozy corner of any room in
the house, the Imaginarium dollhouse offers a
broader room opening for engaging play than
many other traditional “box” houses. With
three living levels (and an attic), there’s plenty
of room for a doll family to grow. Equipped with nine furniture items,
the room sizes accommodate most “fashion” dolls in the 9” to 12”
range (dolls not included). The built-in stairs are also a nice detail.
Its solid wood construction is a plus for durability, especially if it relocates in various corners over time. The pastel colors and charming
graphics are highlights that brighten up any previously unused corner
for pretend-play!

For the dollhouse aficionado
on-the-go, the Ryan’s Room Carry
& Go combines sturdy construction with portability so doll play
can happen anywhere! Whether the
homeowner is traveling to a friend’s
home, visiting a grandparent’s house or passing the night in a hotel
room, this dollhouse folds up easy with its contents and goes right
along. The magnetic closure keeps it together until it’s time to come
out and play. The house comes with 11 accessory/furniture items and
the room size works with various manufacturers’ wooden dolls (Melissa & Doug, Calico Critters, etc.) One big attraction of this dollhouse
is actually its simplicity. With limited decoration and only a splash of
pink, this is just the kind of toy that entertains girls AND boys for a
broader circle of pretend play.

(Imaginarium)

(Ryan’s Room)

Fisher-Price Loving
Family Dollhouse

Haba Fabric Doll
House

One of the most enduring dollhouse brands is the Fisher-Price Loving Family dollhouse. There are several good reasons this is a go-to choice
for many dollhouse shoppers. With
big rooms and plenty of Victorian
details and embellishments there is always something new to discover
and explore in the house. As part of a long-lived line of products there’s
a broad range of additional accessories, vehicles and lots of furniture for
an aspiring interior decorator to add along the way. Additionally, dolls
are available in various ethnicities beyond Caucasian including Asian,
Hispanic and African-American. Family groups are also extended to
include grandparent/elder figures to expand realistic pretend-play. The
Loving Family Dollhouse folds up for storage, but this is a house that
tends to stay open for living – and playing – 24 hours!

Taking the edge off the
traditional doll house, Haba offers
a soft-side fabric alternative to
plastic and wood. The Haba house
benefits from its
European aesthetics offering clean
lines, simple style and functional design. It also folds
up for easy portability, carrying dolls (not included)
and its soft accessories include a sleeping bag, pillow
and chair. The Haba dollhouse makes a fantastic
“first” home for toddlers with its fabric edge, while
remaining versatile enough to grow with a child as
their pretend-play evolves.

(Fisher-Price)

(Haba)

Paige Smith is a freelance writer and syndicated columnist living in Alabama. More on GET THIS! at www.PageBookMedia.com.
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